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PROJECT LIGHT —  HIGHLIGHTS & BLESSINGS 

PROJECT L IGHT  

The light shines 
 

THE  PROJECT LIGHT STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS 

Front-Barbara Gray, Leonor Del Castillo, Emma Lou Savage, Sherri Crawford Back-Fernando Del Castillo, Bob 

Murray, Jim Crawford, Meza Hsu Not Pictured- Claudia Benkonvich, Franklin Griffin (Software Programmer), 
Scott Huffman (Software & Technology Advisor), Rita Hsu, Colleen James (Special Events), Roderick Thomas 

(Grant Writer,  part-time), Diana Thomas (Grant Writer, part-time) & Rachel Strole 

Barbara Gray, Trainer Project Light 
Literacy and ESL  Programs &  

Communications Coordinator  

Jim Gray, Special Projects  
Coordinator 

Meza Hsu, Computer &  
Networking Technology 

Matthew 28:18-20 “Go and make Disciples…  

Teaching them to observe all that I commanded you…” 

Building 1-1 Relationships in Christ through  
Literacy, ESL, and GED 

 

Jim Crawford,  Founder & President 
Maria Crawford, Intercessor 

 Bob Murray 
Software Program Manager                     

OUR STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS  

 Over the past eight months since I  arrived in Norfolk to work with Project 

Light, I have been tremendously blessed by the people that the Lord has brought to 

Project Light.  God is truly the best recruiter!  I wanted to thank every staff person 

and volunteer (past, existing and new) for their faithful servanthood!  I would like 

to introduce you to our current Project Light staff and volunteers. 
         Sherri Crawford 
                       Ministry Director   

 

   Fernando Del Castillo, Outreach  
Coordinator  

 Leonor Del Castillo, Trainer Project 

Light Software/Program      

 Franklin Griffin, Software Programmer 

SM 



 Emma Lou Savage    
Administration/Bookkeeping  

  

            

 
OUR STAFF  (Cont. from Pg. 1) 

 Rachel Strole 
 Office Assistant 

 

Claudia Benkonvich  
West Coast & South Africa 

 Outreach  

(ESL & Literacy Specialist) 

Rita Hsu 
Software Graphics and 

Design 

GOD’S HAND VISIBLE IN PROJECT LIGHT 
 

OUTREACH:  EQUIPPING CHURCHES, MINISTRIES  

AND MISSIONARIES WITH PROJECT LIGHT’S  

LITERACY AND ESL TOOLS 

 

NATIONAL 

 
 

• Palabra Viviente United 

Methodist Church, Everett,        

Washington:  In   December 
2004, eight tutors were trained in 

an existing ESL Learning Center 

which will now utilize the     

Project Light ESL approach. 
 

• Seven Rivers District UMC, Yakima, Washington:  Francisco 
Flores, representing a new learning center in the Yakima Valley, was 

trained in December, 2004. 
 

• Central United Methodist Church, Meridian, Mississippi:   
       In January 2005, Marion Surles, Elizabeth Moreno and Annette Wimberly 

were trained to utilize the Project Light software/program to supplement 

an already existing ESL learning program. 
 

• One Accord Church, Chesapeake, Virginia:  In February 2005, 
were trained to start a new Literacy Learning Center.  One   Accord will 

use the software in their Christian school for outreach to their community. 
 

• God’s Ex-Gangsters, Norfolk, Virginia:  In    February 2005, Derek     
Watkins was trained on the Project Light software/program as God’s Ex-

Gangsters plans on opening a Literacy Learning Center in Norfolk. 
 

• New Covenant Fellowship Church, West Virginia:  This Project 
Light Literacy Learning Center has been in operation for 7 years under the 

direction of Pastor Underwood and has had tremendous success.  In March 

2005, Project Light upgraded Pastor Underwood’s Learning Center with 

the latest release of Project Light software and manuals for use on new 

donated computers. 
 

• Bayside Baptist Church, Virginia Beach,  Virginia.  In February 
2005, Emma Lou Savage, from Bayside Baptist Church and a certified 

teacher, was trained on the Project Light software/program with plans to 

start a Literacy Learning Center for outreach. 

INTERNATIONAL 

 
 

•  Sonlight Ministries-One Life at a Time,           

Monterrey   Mexico:    This new Learning Center plant is 
now in operation.  Diana Datwyler and Maria Guzman were 

trained in October of 2004.  Diana is a   missionary to Mon-

terry, Mexico working with the Methodist Church of Mexico. 
 

•  Missionary Outreach, India.  In February 2005, Pro-
ject Light provided its software and training /tutor manuals to 

local businessman/missionary Chuck Laird to assist a  teacher 

in India who works with orphan children for ESL and Literacy 

tutoring. 

Scott Huffman 
Software & Technology 

Advisor 

• Cedar Creek Church, Aiken, South Carolina.  In 
March 2005 Mike Medders from Cedar Creek Church in 

Aiken, SC was trained up to start a new Learning Center for 

ESL outreach.  
 

• Missionary Outreach, Atlanta Georgia.  In March 
2005, Shirley Woods was trained on the Project Light Pro-

gram to do outreach to adult men in Atlanta, Georgia for 

ESL. 
 

• Missonary Outreach, Mississippi.  In March 2005, 
Project Light equipped Brenda and Joel Blakley with the 

latest version of the Project Light software/program and 

manuals for outreach to their church and use at Hind Com-

munity College.   

Training, December 2004, Everett, WA 

Training, February 2005, Norfolk,  VA 



GOD’S HAND VISIBLE IN PROJECT LIGHT (CONTINUED) 

Churches, ministries or interested individuals contact us for information about using 

Project Light’s biblically-based literacy and ESL software/programs. 

Learning Center TestimoniesLearning Center TestimoniesLearning Center TestimoniesLearning Center Testimonies 
 

•   WOW!  I continue with my first 2 students and have added 
twelve more at the Seminario Juan Wesley.  Ten adult students 

and two children.  I  feel that this is just the beginning of using 

this tool (Project Light) to reach and disciple MANY.    

  - Sonlight Ministries-One Life at a Time, 

Monterry, Mexico 
                

•  [Project Light] “exposed me to a wonderful tool to assist those 
with reading literacy issues.  Assisting in increasing reading skills 

of youth and adults.  A tool to assist the community with as well 

as an avenue to share Jesus Christ’s love…I received operational 

knowledge of the software and manuals so that I could effectively 

run and manage a Learning Center”  

  - One Accord Church, Chesapeake, VA 
  

•  “[The Project Light program] is better than I even thought 
originally!  It has many applications for outreach ministry which 

we are praying about at our church – it is structured, sequential 

and multi-sensory which are very important considerations for a 

good learning program.” 

- Bayside Baptist Church,  

  Virginia Beach,  VA 

RECENT PROJECT LIGHT EVENTS  

AND UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

•  Welcome and Celebration Reception - On January 28, 2005,      Nor-

folk’s Project Light supporters welcomed Claudia Benkonvich, visiting 

from San Jose, CA, and visited PL’s upgraded offices at a Welcome    

Reception.  Claudia is helping to set up a Project Light Learning Center in 

the township of Kayamandi, South Africa.  If you would like more       

information about this venture log onto http://small-fish.com/ryan/

donwloads/project_light.pdf. 

 

•  Outreach to Russia, April 2005 - Jim Crawford is returning to          

St. Petersburg, Russia to follow-up on learning centers planted in 2003, 

with the help of Project Light supporters in  part-

nership with Russians Reaching Russians and 

New Life Church.  Seeds were planted for   Pro-

ject Light ESL in Gatchina and St. Petersburg 

Russia. Jim will also work with a local church 

for potential outreach ministry to prisoners.  
 

 
 

Tutor Vika Grams trained in 2003– 1 year later with her 
student Slaviana in 2004. 

 

•  Mission Trip to Ecuador 2005—Join Project Light and participate 

in a life-changing mission trip to Ecuador. Contact Project Light’s           

International office for details. They will make arrangements for you and 

your group. 

 

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

• Project Light Training Dates 2005 —April 8-9 (Birmingham, AL); 

April 29-30 (Norfolk, VA); May 20-21 (Birmingham, AL); Aug. 19-29 

(Birmingham, AL); Sept. 16-17 (Norfolk, VA); October 14-15 

(Birmingham, AL); November 18-19 (Birmingham, AL); December 2-3 

(Norfolk, VA).   

Volunteer Moving Crew:  (left to right): 

Maria Crawford, Meza and Rita Hsu, 

Sherri Crawford, Beth Emery, Bob 

Murray, Jim Crawford, William      

Adefenwa  and Joe Kaiser. 

SOFTWARE AND OFFICE UPGRADE   
 

• New Software Release:  Due to the diligent over-
sight of Bob Murray, Franklin Griffin on program-

ming and input from Barbara Gray in the field, Pro-

ject Light released an upgraded version of the soft-

ware, 5.02 which contains many improvements for  

Learning Centers. 
 

• Office: God blessed Project Light with new furni-
ture, computers and equipment for its Norfolk of-

fice.  We would like to thank Sendmail, Inc. who 

donated the new furniture, computers and equip-

ment.  And, a special thank you to the volunteers 

who donated their time for the Project Light move 

and office upgrade; Olga Brown, Jim and  (cont.↑ ) 

(cont.)-Maria Crawford, Steven Deal, Beth Emery,  Jim Gray, 

Meza and Rita Hsu, Colleen James, Eric James, Matthew James, 

Joe Kaiser, Ken Montgomery, Bob Murray,  William Adefenwa, 

Carole Snow, Tim and Val 

Southerland, Greg Strole, 

Rachel Strole, Joelle Tobin 

(and all the wonderful chil-

dren from Park Place that 

Colleen James rounded up). 
 

 

•  “This program is tremendous and I  use it throughout my   
Church.  I have tutored 70-80 adults, children and special educa-

tion children.  I pastor a 100 member  church, 60% of which are 

children which have been introduced via the Project Light pro-

gram to the gospel.  Here are a few of the highlights with my 

students:    1) An increase in 3 grade levels in literacy in 6 

months of tutoring an adult student;  2) A special education stu-

dent was unable to read and within 1 year this student was at the  

3rd grade level;  3)  I have tutored my own son on the Project 

Light Software… he is 6 years old and at a 6th grade reading 

level!; 4.)  An ADD child was able to raise her reading level to 

the 3rd grade so she could be placed back in her regular class; and 

5) Five of my students have been led to Christ!”  

  - Pastor Underwood, New Covenant  

              Fellowship Church, West Virginia 



Headquarters Office 

P.O. Box 508  

Norfolk, VA  23501 
 

Ph: (757)-624-1764 

Fax: (757)-624-1766 

 
International Office 

P.O. Box 361488 

Birmingham, AL 35236 
 

Ph: (256)-236-7882 

Fax: 256-236-7882 

 

Return Receipt Service 

Requested 
 

Email:   

info@projectlight.org 

 

We’re on the WEB!  

www.projectlight.org 

A non-profit organization 

 I WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO PROJECT LIGHT  IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS (Please Check One) : 

 

1. ___ Prayer Support 

2. ___ Financial Support  $________  Monthly Donation  $________  One-time Donation  

  ___ Please use wherever most needed. 

  ___ Project Light International, Alabama.   

  ___ Project Light National, Norfolk. 

  ___ International Outreach (includes Russia, Ecuador, or South Africa Projects or Training of  

   International Missionaries). 

  ___ National Outreach (including funds for Project Light to continue to plant and support Learning Centers in the U.S) 

 

Name:______________________ Address:___________________________________________ Email:_________________________________ 

 

Project Light  is a non-profit organization.  All gifts are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.   

Designated contributions are subject to approval by the Project Light Board of Directors. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

1)  Upcoming Outreach/Mission Trips to Russia, Ecuador and South Africa:  Please pray for the 

upcoming outreach/mission trips, to Russia, Ecuador and South Africa for safety in travel, divine 

appointments, and resources. 

 

2) Supporters, Volunteers and Staff:  Project Light has been so blessed with supporters,                  

volunteers and staff.  Please pray for protection and provision for supporters, staff and volunteers. 

 

3) Resources to support existing Learning Centers:  Over its 25 year history, Project Light has 

established many Faith-Based Learning Centers but needs additional resources to  support these 

Centers to ensure success and sustainability.   

 

4)     Resources to Update the Project Light Website:  This will allow Project Light to better             

        communicate its messages and set up Learning Centers remotely worldwide. 

 

5)   Funds To Meet the Remainder of 2005 Budget:  We are still fundraising to meet the remainder 

of Project Light’s 2005 Budget. 

Building 1-1 Relationships in Christ  

through Literacy, ESL, & GED 


